Mr. Farr stated that had the truck brakes been in good condition
the service brake would have stopped the truck on the hill where it
was last tested, and that after the brakes were repaired the truck could
be stopped by the service brake.  He believed that the test performed
by him and the inspector was a fair test and that the road grade where
the test was performed was similar to the road grades he used every day
during the course of driving the truck in question and the conditions
were similar.  In fact, he indicated that the brake tests were conducted
while the truck was unloaded.  Mr. Farr believed that each driver should
test his truck daily to insure that the brakes operated properly. However,
he indicated that the former site superintendent insisted that each
driver arrive at his work station within ten minutes .and that this resulted
in the driver's making a hasty walkaround. inspection of their vehicles
(Tr. 149).

Mr. Farr confirmed that he was a member of the mine safety committee
and that safety meetings were called to discuss the possibility of driver's
being given more time to inspect their vehicles with company management,
but nothing ever came of this (Tr, 150-151).  He also confirmed that
prior to July 6, 1981, he had made both verbal and written reports about
the brake conditions on the No. 18 truck, but he could not confirm the
dates on which these were made.  He also indicated that reports were
made to Mr. Barnett or Mr. Westover, but that no one would ever tell
him what was done to correct any problem.  However, he did confirm that
he was given the opportunity to use other trucks while his was being
repaired (Tr. 155).

Mr. Farr confirmed that he was aware of the fact that he could
refuse to drive a truck which he felt was unsafe.  He also confirmed that
he had previously refused to drive the No. 18 truck because of a steering
problem and not because of faulty brakes.  He indicated that the steering
problem was corrected the next day, and no one told him he had to drive
it when he initially refused to do so (Tr. 157).  When asked to explain
why he continued to drive the drive the truck if he thought the brakes
were inadequate, he responded as follows (Tr. 158):

A.  Well, I think that your brake wear is kind of
a gradual thing.  Sometimes that creeps up on you
before you realize that you are already there, as far
as wearing goes.  So the, I think the Federal Mine
Safety Board sets standards to help us to determine
when we've reached that point.  This particular day,
when Mr. Goodspeed came down, we were reminded of
what those are.  Like anyone else, if you're not
making your employer money, they are not wanting
you around, either.

Q.  Were the brakes on the No, 18 truck gradually
getting worse up until the time that the order was
issued^ or were they in the same relative condition
for a period of time?
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